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SUMMARY.

This investigation was carried out by the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics
for the purpose of measuring the value of L,in flight. The method consisted in flying with heavy
weights on each wing tip, suddenly releasing one of them, and allowing the airplane to roll up to
90° with controls held in neutral while a record was being taken of the airspeed, and angular
velocity about the X axis. Theresults are of interest as they show that the damping found in
the wind tunnel by the method of small oscillations is in general 40 per cent higher than the
damping in flight. At 50 M. P. H. the flight curve of L, has s high peak, which is not indicated
in the model results. It is also shown that at this speed the lateral maneuverability is low.

INTRODUCTION.

The stability derivatives of airplanes have been mainly determined in the wind tunnel
by the method of small oscillations. As there is some doubt as to the validity of the derivatives
measured in this way several of these have also been determined in flight. In N. A. C. A.
Report No. 112 the values of Y, L, and N, have been obtained in free flight and their agree-
ment with the wind tunnel results is not as good as could be wished. As accurate values of the
damping coefficients in flight are of use in many problems it was thought desirable to make
careful measurements of L.

METHODS AND APPARATUS.

This test was carried out on a JN4h airplane in every way standard® except for the ad-
dition of wing tip weights. The method consisted in loading a box on each wing tip? with
150 pounds of sand and when in steady flight suddenly releasing the sand in one box, while
with neutral controls the airplane was allowed to roll up to a vertical bank. At this point
the rudder was kicked over and the other box emptied. The sand in the boxes was care-
fully dried each time and from observations on the ground it was estimated that a box was
emptied in less than 0.5 seconds.

The instruments used were the N. A. C. A. recording airspeed meter® and angular ve-
locity recorder.* The latter instrument consists of an electrically driven gyroscope whose
precessional force, due to a given angular veloeity, is recorded on 2 moving film. The airspeed
was recorded merely as a check on the pilot’s flying and to be sure that the speed did not fall
off before a steady angular velocity was reached.

Tests were made at speeds from 40 M. P. H. to 90 M. P. H. at an altitude for which the
density was 0.9 of standard. The speed of the motor was in all cases 1,350 R. P. M. The weight
of sand in each box was 150 pounds and its distance from the center of the airplane was 14.7
feet.

As the tests were all flown at a density which was 0.9 of standard, the indicated airspeed
should be divided by 0.95 to give the true airspeed. The angular velocity as read in the air
corresponds to this corrected veloeity and the lower density, and must be multiplied by 0.90 to
give the approximate angular velocity under standard conditions. The velocities given on the

I N. A. C. A. Report No. 70. # N. A.C. A. Technical Note No. 6.
2 N. A, C. A. Report No. 112. +N. A, C. A. Report No. 155,
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curves in this report, however, are not corrected in the above manner for it would be necessary
to correct the angular velomty in a rather complicated way to account for the change in angle
of attack with the change in density. It was considered better, therefore, to give the values as
they were read for they will be most usually applied to flying conditions at that density. If it
is desired to make a comparison with the wind tunnel tests the approximate corrections given
above can be applied to these values. -
PRECISION.

The airspeed meter was carefully calibrated over a speed course just after the test; so that
the readings should be precise, except at the stalling speeds, to +2 miles per hour. The angular
velocity recorder was calibrated frequently on a revolving table, which should give a precision
in this quantity of 0.01 radians per second. The sand was Weighed out in every case to within
1 per cent of the indicated value.

All of the tests were made in smooth air and the flying was so carefully executed that
numbers of check runs on different days agreed with the previous values within 0.01 radians
per second.

The constant angular velocity was reached in about 1.0 seconds, corresponding to an angle
of bank of about 6°." No side slip was detected at this angle so there iseveryreason tobelieve that
the angular velocity when first reaching its constant value is the true rolling veloeity due to the
given moments. 7

A slight error may have erept into the results by the sand boxes themselves influencing
the damping coefficients, but as they were on the under side of the lower wing, and approxi- -
mately 80 per cent of the damping is due to the upper wing, their effect can have been very
slight—at the most not over 5 per cent.

Rolling has been considered in wind tunnel tests to occur about an axis through the center
of gravity, but it may be readily seen that this does not necessarily hold true in flight. If we
consider the airplane flying with both sand boxes loaded in steady Right, we will have an angle
of attack which will be in equilibrium with the loaded plane. When one load of sand, how-
ever, is released the angle of attack will be greater than necessary to support itself, causing this
wing to rise. The action will then be the same as if a force of 150 pounds was suddenly applied
upwards to that wing tip. After a short time, however, the angle of attack will have decreased
to its equilibrium value for the lighter load, in which case the light wing will be lifting enough to
provide one half of the moment due to the remaining sand; the heavy wing will of course be
lifting the same amount, so the total result will be an equivalent moment on each wing of half
the moment given by the sand. These conditions will therefore force the airplane to rotate
about its center of gravity. Due to the fact that one sand box is loaded, the center of gravity
will be displaced from the plane of symmetry by about 0.8 of a {foot, but this in turn will
make the light wing provide more damping than the heavy one, so that the center of rotation
will lie somewhere between the plane of symmetry and the center of gravity, probably nearer
the former. There can be no doubt that the airplane revolves approximately about an axis
through the plane of symmetry, and what error there is can not make the value of L, too small.

RESULTS.

The form of the records of angular velocity for airspeeds of over 50 M. P. H. is shown in figure
1. Thereis a steady rise in angular velocity for about one second corresponding to an angle of
bank of about 6° and then a constant value is maintained until the controls are moved. This
constant value is the one used in plotting the curves. The records taken at speeds below
50 M. P.H. have a form asshown inFigure 2 indicating that asteady value hasnot been obtained
in the length of time available. Autorotation undoubtedly occurs at these low speeds.

The curve of angular velocity in roll for the JN4h due to a constant rolling moment of 2,210
feet pounds is shown in Figure 3. As the airspeed decreases from 85 M. P. IL. the angular
velocity increases, as we should expect. At 65 M. P. H., however, the angular velocity starts fo
decrease reachlncamlnlmum at53 M.P. H.; and then increases very rapldl} atspeedsbelow this.
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The curve is not drawn through the last two points as they do not represent the true angular
velocity because. of autorotation.

From a theoretical standpoint, assuming a straight lift curve, we should expect the angular
velocity to follow the dotted curve in Figure 3; so the dip in the curve at 53 M. P. H. was quite
unexpeeted. .\ number of check runs, however, conclusively established this peculiarity.
Searching for some explanation of this it was noted that some of the angular velocity curves of a
set of airfoils with ailerons recently tested in the N.A.C. A. wind tunnel showed the same effect,
although not so markedly; that is, there was a peak at about 7° and a dip just before autorota-
tion began.®

To study this phenomenon more closely, an airfoil was mounted on its X axis in ball
bearings in the center of the wind tunnel. The airfoil was then set at various angles of attack,
a constant rolling moment was applied to it by means of a cord and weight, and itsrate of rotation
noted. Although the precision of the test wegs not high, there was little doubt that the rotational
speed was practically constant with changls in angle of attack up to angles near the burble
point, where of course it increased.

As it was believed that there could not be any serious error in the fight methcds it was
concluded that there must be a distinet difference between the model and flight conditions at
medium angles of attack. To test this out the JNth without sand boxes was rolled by the sudden
application of full aileron and the time to reach 36° bank taken. The results obtained averaged
from several runs—are shown in Figure 4 and clearly confirm the results shown in Figure 3.
That is, the rolling velocity is constant for speeds down to 65 M. P. H., decreases to a minimum
at 55 M. P. H., and then increases again, Lower airspeeds were not attempted as the ailerons
hecome ineffective near the burble point.

The damping coefficient in roll is found from the angular velocity and the rolling moment
by the following formula:

s
Lp:j‘—"'?p
where p is the angular velocity and 72 is the mass of the airplane in slugs.

The values worked out in this way are plotted in Figure 5, and give the curves of the same
general shape as for the angular velocity. As before, the curves have not been drawn through
the twopoints at the low speed as the angular velocity didnotreach a constant value. For the sake
of comparison a curve of L, as measured by the method of small oscillations on a JN2 model is
plotted in the same Figure after being transferred to the same air density as the full scale air-
plane. It will be seen that this curve is a straight line except at the low speeds where it rises
abruptly. .Above 65M.P.H. the two eurves are similar except that the model values are approxi-
mately 40 per cent higher than the full scale ones. Although the two airplanes, the JN2 and
JN1h, are not the same, the latter should have only a slightly larger damping coefficient due to
its greater span. At speeds below 65 M. P. H. the curves are quite dissimilar due to the dip on
the full seale curve.

It does not seem to be possible at present to explain this interesting phenomnienon, hut it
seems clear that the tunnel does not give results comparable with full scale, and the reason for
this lack of similarity deserves furtherstudy. Atspeedsabove 653, P. H., however, the two kinds
of tests agree more nearly and the flight values of L, can certainly be taken with confidence as
they check up well in computations of lateral maneuverability.

CONCLUSIONS.

As the damping in flight on the JN4h is considerably larger at 50 M. P. H. than it is at speeds
above 65 M.P. H. it is evident that lateral maneuvers could not be carried out as rapidly around
that speed, a fact which is shown by aetual measurements. This report shows from the results
obtained that the conventional methods used in determining stability derivatives in the wind
tunnel are questionable. More work should be carried out, preferably on several airplanes, to
dletermine the reason for this discrepancy between the value of L, in the tunnel and in flight.

$N. A.C. A, Report No. 169
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